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IV. The justice of God requires the endless misery 


of all mankind. 
As we cannot, consistent with cbristian candour and 
cra 
lieve that the divine justice requires the endless con- 
dermation and misery of all men, and which, but for 
the interpositions of sacred mercy, would have been 
the unavoidable consequence, we have deemed it a dis- 
charce of duty to ourselves, and an office of friendship 
to mankind, to call up their atte nfion to an examina- 
tion of this subiect. We are apprehensive that this 
idea of divine justice is supposed to rest on biblical aii 
thority. when in fact, it is nothing more than a tradition 
f modern elders, re: 
; or a lone teasing of the hypoc ondriac, or a dis- 
lered imagination, which fits a man to disbelieve ev- 
thing rational, consistant, and clear, and to credit 
ry thing the most chimerical and phantastic ; it con- 
veris all proffered bic ssings into omens of after calamity 
a ruin; fixes in them a strong behef that an un- 
rc ble God is an irascible being, leads them to mis- 
tale cruelty for justice, and bold encroachments upon 
the rules of justice and laws of right, for interposing 
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for their erroneous opinions of the requisition, or de- 
id of divine instice. then charity can only attribute 

to ienerance, the more natural parent of ilinsion and 
nistekes. Vor the slightest attention to the subject 
will show every enfichtened mind, which is unbiassed 
by prenossession. the unaccounteble dissimularity be- 
tween the effect and the cause to which it is attributed. 
I mean the existing difference between the demand of 
divine justice and endless misery, 1 would truly wish 


to be candid on this subject, but to me, time appears 


{o have no more analogy between endless misery and di- ; 


than there is between the light of the sun 
ration of the world and 
by justice? We 
the abilities and 


yine justice, 
and total caricness, or the cont 
the frigid What dove 
mean an equitable disposiiiea et B 
means with which we @@ Dieses) whether natural, 
moral, or pecuniary, to the gemef@l ~good of ourselves 
and fellow men. It is in fact doing as you would be 
done by; a golden rule of practice, or a right law, 
which lives in the moral, or immer man, and actuates 
him to deal justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly 
with God, which is the whole duty of man; it mani- 
fests principles of unadulterated purity at heart, and the 
most laudable incentives to action. Justice and good- 
ness are closely allied to each other, and where the lat- 
ter remains dormant, the former can have no action, 
and where the one does not exist, the other must also 
be extinet. No being, whether limited or infinite, not 
possessed of principles of goodness, can’ act on the 
square of justice, equity, and uprightness, se long as 
gootness lays the foundation for all that is just and 
right. And on the other hand, no being possessed of 
genuine goodness can fail to manifest the strictest ad- 
herence to justice. 

God being infinitely good, is therefore infinitely just ; 
just because he is good, and good because he is just.— 
As we say of a statute or law, it is a just law, because 
it is a good one, not because we suppose, that it de- 
mands the immediate execution of all our citizens, andi 
fixes them under the penalty of death, but because it 
maintains their rights, defends their honors, and secures 
their interegts. It is just and good that such laws should 
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harity, doubt the sincerity of those, who profess to be-| 


| lence it was just and good, that God shon!d create the| tice again, would argue a double satisfaction, or t!c 


! world, that he should redeem mankind from sin, and 
raise the intellectual creation to bis throne, for ** heis a 
just God and a Saviour. 
justice, which moves in co-operation with goodness and 


attributes acting in concert, the requisition of one, is 
the requisition of all. Hence, forgiveness of sins is ren- 
dered abortive, for remedy is beyond reach. And those 
who fondly indulge a hope, to escape the demand of 
| justice, by interposing mercy, will see their expecta- 

tions perish, and themselves left to suffer the chagrin of 
| disappointed hope, if it is true that justice requires their 
eternal misery. 

In the creation of the world, God must have been 
ruled by an object, and m this object or design, his at- 
tributes must have been all united. If salvation were 
destined for the human raee, then the love, mercy, good- 
ness, and justice of God must have been harmoniously 
employed m the completion of this noble and heavenly 
object; orif to damnation they were designed, then all 
these attributes would have becn agreed to that, and 
consequently no scheme would however been laid in 
the divine council, to have effected the contrary. I 
wish then, that some of those able divines, who under- 
stand what is nominally called orthodox divinity, better 
than I do, would inform me at what ege of the world 
this awful revolution in the attributes, which set justice 
and mercy at such variance and warfsre, took place, 
whether it was before or after Adam’s sin? And also 
what was the cause of this disturbance, whether it arose 
in conseqnence of some misunderstanding about the 
doctrine of election, and predestination, and freewill, 
at the time they consulted the plan of creation; or else 
some more immediate grievance transpired among them- 
selves, some number of years afterwards? It is sin- 
cerely hoped that some one who is knowing to this af- 
fair, wl have the goodness to inform an enquirer how 
it stands, for 1 acknowledge myself unable to do it.— 
Bu‘ supposing we acknowledge this competition and 
rivalship m the divine attrtbutes, and while the one ce- 
igns the salvation, the other designs the damnation of 
mankind, and both struggle to carry their point, what 
would tolow? li weuld follow, that the most power- 
ful wowld accomplish his end, and the other of course 
would “wholly fail; so that if justice is the strongest of 
the two, then wo! wo! wo! be unto the inhabitant of 
the earth; or if mercy should prove victorious, then we 
may look for salvation ; but if the contest should prove 
equal, then, eternally contending for the object, they 
‘can have no time to enjoy it, and we shall stand, as 
, mere spectators of the dismal scene for ever; for a com- 
: promise is out of the question, so long as the design of 

each is immmutable. But, further, two contrary designs 
‘in the attributes of God, at the same time, argues two 

set of powers, wills, and perceptions in the divine mind, 

the one dictating to 2 good choice, and the other to a 
‘bad one, or the one urging the damnation, and the other 
. the salvation of mankind at the same time ; which makes 
‘the Deity a compound character, possessed of two op- 
posite natures, the one merciful and the other hostile. 
|For nothing is more certain, than, that the same percep- 
tion and will cannot design two events at once diamet- 
‘rically epposite, that is, that a thing shall, and shall not 
‘be at the same time. I am ready to acknowledge, that 
whenever it can behown, that there are two natures 
jin the Divine beingsstanding in competition with each 
other, and that justice and mercy do not act in concert, 
then they will produce an evidence in defence of the 
popular dogma, that the justice of God requires the end- 
less misery of mankind, which for solidity outweighs ey- 
ery thing else, that has ever been introduced upon this 
subject. But since this amounts to an impossibility, we 
are satisfied that no substantial arguments can be adduc- 
ed in favor of this supposed requirement of justice. But 
admitting it true, that justice ever did require the end- 
less misery of mankind, and I think we cannot contend 
that it still requires it, because we have been possitively 
assured, by those who plead misery on the strength of 
justice, that this justice was satisfied through the death 
and suffering of Jesus Christ, and hence, to argue that 











be enacted, and such alone. On laws of equal benevo- 


any willbe punished to all eternity to satisfy divine jus- 


Acting on the principle of, 


mercy, God cannot spare one of the human race, if} 
justice demanded their endless dassnation ; for all his) 


debt paid twice over. If justice did require the endle-s 
sufferings of aJl mankind, then nothing short of their sut- 

fering could answer the demand of it, and for our Si - 
'viour to have satisfied this demand, he must have de- 
stroyed mankind ; for to save them from the demand ot 
| justice would be a violation of it. 

Again, if the justice of God requires the endless mi:- 
ery of every man, and God acts om the principle o: 
sirict justice, then their misery is irrevocably fixed, and 
all are lost, and that without remedy. On this mode of 
reasoning, the door is forever Jocked against so much a 
an individual salvation; and to make the best of the 
present would be wise, for a thought of the future 
would infest the heart with the basest ingratitude to ovr 
Creator. But further, if endless damnation be the de 
mand 6f justice, and nothing short will satisfy it, then 
justice must go dissatisfied until endless damnation 
comes to an end, which cannot be ; for justice is not 
satisfied until its object is attained ; so with, or withoy 
our misery, justice is not, cannot be satisfied. "Th 
are but a few, out of the many inconsistencies, which 
necessarily result from a mistaken notion of the requisi- 
tion of divine justice, but are sufficient to make us fle: 
from the iliusion, as from an adder that stingeth. Now 
we are authorized | think to affirm, that justice is the 
same, whether, in one being or in another, and in all 
periods, whether, in time or in eternity. And. whatey- 
ever is understood by the term when applied to men, 
must be understood when applied to Deity; for the 
moral distinction is in degree, and not in nature or es- 
sence. In us it is finite, but in him it is unlimited. In 
us it is an urgent principle, and dictates us* to render 
unto all their dues, tribute to whom tribute, and praise 
to whom praise is due. 

But from the corruptions of human nature, we are 
apt to mistake justice for cruelty, and therefore, abuse 
instead of exercisingit. In him, the habitation of whose 
throne is justice and judgment, it is mild and impartie], 
and the infinite perfections of his holy nature enable 
him to exercise it in a manner lawful, profitable and 
right. Thus justice then has three distinct demands up- 
on mankind. 

ist. Obedience to the law of God. This obedience 
consists in love to God and good will to mankind ; for 
love is the fulfilling of the law. The natural influence 
of this love is to brig us to the rules of justice, and by 
implanting in the heart a heaven-born temper and dis- 
position, leads to an ecquiesence to the practical in- 
junctions of the gospel of God, 

2d. ‘The justice of God requires that man shall be re- 
warded according to the deeds done in the body, wheth- 
er good or evil. Such as glory, honor, and peace to 
every man that doeth good, to the Jew first, and also to 
the Gentile ; but tribulation, anguish, and wrath to ev- 
ery soul of man that doeth evil, to the Jew first, and al- 
so to the Gentiles, for there is no respecter of persons 
with God. But it will here be remen bered, that in our 
remarks on the second subject of discussion, we found 
all crimes to be finite, and according to strict justice, 
deserving nothing more than a finite punishment, and 
would therefore come to anend. And we may here 
observe, that all infliction that has not for its object, the 
interest and ultimate happiness of the one chastised, or 
is not so directed by wisdom as to effectuate it, is no 
longer punishment, but cruelty ; and is therefore un- 
merciful and unjust. But 

3d. The justice of God requires the destruction of all 
cin, the end of all misery,and the salvation of all mankind. 
God, therefore, consistent with justice and mercy, ha 
sent his son to take away the sin of the world, to wipe 
| off the tears from all faces, to destroy the devil and hie 
works, to subvert our mourning into joy, and give eter- 
nal life to the world. That all gathered together in 
| him all things, ** every creature in heaven and on earth, 
and in the earth, and in the sea, and all that are in 
them may be heard to say, blessing, and honor, and 
power, and glory be unto him that sitteth on the throne 
and to the lamb forever.” 

** These are thy glorious works, parent of good ; 

Ahnighty ; thine this universal frame ; 

‘Thus wonderous fair! Thyself how wonderous then.” 
BARZILLAIL. 
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IMMORTALITY OF THE SOUL. 
To the Editor of the Universalist Magazine, 


Rev Sir,—It appears to me that your correspon. 
dent, Zuista, has by meddling with abstract metaphy- 
sical terms, made this subject, in his own mind obscure 
and difficult to be understood. Had Zuista confined 
himself to scripture and plain common sense, instead 
of perplexing himself about “ substanees, forms, and 
ager —associaied motion of the brain, perpelualed 

y the power of habit, &c. this discussion might soon 
be brought to a close. The question is surely a simple 
one, and one that can be described by revelation, on- 
ly. I trust, therefore, I shall be excused for not troub- 
ling myself or my readers, with metaphysical jargon, 
of which, few have any precise determinate ideas. 

Zuista does not seem to understand what | mean by 
an immaterial soul ; 1 confess | am unable to give him 
any further information, than he can obtain from what 
I have already said on that subject. If he will take 
the trouble to refer to my remarks, he will find that the 
position, which I endeavoured tu establish, was that 
the souls of men are of the same nature, as celestial 
beings. Does Zuista believe in such beings? If he 
does, he can answer his own question why we should 
not infer unchangibility to such a substance. Zuista 
says, “‘ when Reilly has proved the soul and body to 
be distinct substances, instead of a formed substance 
and its natural and required qualities, it will be time 
to examine his house and inhabitant.’ I must con- 
fess that | was so ignorant, as to suppose that no chris- 
tian denied that the soul was a distinct nature from the 
body. I think that the passage in Genesis which I 
quoted, fully proves this position. Let us for a mo- 
ment look at it again ;—** And the Lord God formed 
man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life, and man became a living 
soul.” Whendid man become a Jiying soul? When 
his Creator breathed into him the breath of life. What 
was it constituted him a living soul? Was it because 
he had natural life? If it was that, then all the brute 
creation have the same claim to souls as mau has; but 
itisnotso. The body was formed out of the dust of 
the earth; ** dust thou art and unto dust shalt thou 
return.”> The soul is that emanation from the Deity, 
which constitutes him a rational aud moral being, and 
of which, if you deprive him he sinks to the Jevel of the 
brute creation, or ceases to live for ever. Zuista, 
speaks of a formed substance and its natural and re- 
quired qualities. Does he mean that our bodies are 
the ** formed substance’’? If he does, | would ask 
him, how the body when in its original natural state, 
when it was nothing but dust, could require qualities ? 
Such qualities as consciousness, memory, and all the 
other intelectual faculties, which are generally con- 
sidered as the qualities or the attributes of the soul.— 
When we speak of any thing that has the power of re- 
guiring, we naturally suppose it las withli itself a na- 
tive principle. Now Zuista’s hypothesis, leads us to 
suppose that inanima/e mutter can rcquire ac/ire qual- 
ities. Ff have heard of automaton that could speak and 

perform various curious fictions, and if Zuista’s theory 
ve correct, there is no reason to suppose, but that 
these automatons had really acquired those qualities. 

Zuista says, ** that when [ have proved the soul and 
body to be distinct substanccs, it will be time to exam- 
me his house and inhebitant.”? Lest he should attempt 
to demolish my house, and burn the inhabitant in its 
ruins, | will give him a word of caution. Take care, 

Zuista, that you do not get more business on your 

hands than you can get through with. You will not 
euly have my house to demolish, but you will have to 
attack some of the apostle’s houses or tabernacles.— 

Pani says, that if our earthly house of this tabernacle 

were dissolved, we have a building of God, an house 
wot made with hands, eternal in the heavens. Peter 
also speaks of his tabernacle, in his 2d epistie, i. 13 ; 
he says, ** Yea, I think it meet as long as | am in this 
tabernacle, (what was in this tabernacle ? was his body 
in his body?) to stir you up,” &c. In the 14th verse, 
the same expression again occurs; ** Knowing that 
shortly I must put off my tabernacle,” &c, What was 
i that was to put off his tabernacle ? 
‘“Relly (says Zuista) thinks that Genesis ii. 7, and 

Nec}. vii. 12, are quite in his favor; and if he will 
prove that spirit and breath of life mean an immortal 

soul, we will think so too.” Relly, with deference 
ihioks, that Zuista should prove that those expression 

“o Lot mean the soul, for if they do not, he can attach 

no meaning to them, Zuista says, ** we are done be- 
sieving without evidence.” What evidence does Zuis- 
tarequire? Is not the scripture sufficient for him? 


‘opposition to it. 
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In relation to Moses and Elias, Zuista observes,— 
** Relly must prove that they had arisen to immortali- 
ty in opposition to the fact that ‘* Jesus is the first born 
from the dead,” and the first fruits of them that slept, 
or that their appearing was not transient as in the case 
of Samuel; but was a conscious intermediate state be- 
tween death and resurrection.” 
any thing in epposition to any fact in scripture, | beg 


Jeave to decline, for | have too much vencration for) 
the truth of scripture fo attempt to prove any thing in| 
But it appears to me, that as the ap-/| 
pearance of Moses and Llias is recorded as a literal | 


fact, and Zuista does not deny it, that he should have 
shown that Christ could be considered the first born 
from the dead, in no way but ‘* ascending” into im- 
mortality before any human being. 
sidered the first born from the dead in various ways. 
He was the first who rose from the dead, and ascended 
into a heaven in a natural body. In a spiritual point 
of view he was the first born from the dead, as repre- 
sentative of man, for as the apostle says, ** as in Adam 
all die, so in Christ shall all be made alive.’ As fre- 


spects the other objection, | would ask Zuista how he | 


would reconcile even the transient appearance of Mos- 
es and Elias, with his theory, which asserts that there 
is no soul independent of the body. The bodies of 
Moses and Elias must long before their appearance have 
mingled with their native dust. 
to appear?) The Creator must have departed from the 
order of his works, and have created bodies for Moses 
and Ejias. If this be the case, I would ask Zuista 
whether these bodies were natural or spiritual? If 
spiritual, what became of them? Were they destroy- 
ed, and did Moses and Elias become again unconscious? 
Zuista must answer all these queries satisfactorily, be- 
fore his objection can have any weight. 


sient, as in the case of Samuel. What analogy is there 


If | have to prove) 


He might be con- | 


What then was there | 


| ficacy, and rejoice in it with joy unspeakable dnd 
full of glory. It is by no means surprising, that your 
; Opponents should manifest a spirit of hatred toward 
, you; it is the natural consequence of their opiniens of 
the character of God. How can they be blamed for 
| not loving those, whom they suppose their Creator 
hates, and will consign to misery, inexpressible in its 
nature, and endless in its duration ?—viewing them- 
selves as the favorites of heaven, to the exclusion of 
nine-tenths of their brethren, they naturally feel thei, 
selys exalted, and are disposed to say, with all the im- 
portance of the scli-righteous Pharisce,—** Stand by, 
|for lL am holer than thou.’ But low the man who sees 
God as the Father of all, a Father. good even to his 
rebellious, unthankful children,—and Jesus Christ the 
Saviour of all,—a Saviour, who even for his bitterest 
foes could say, * Father forgive them, for they know 
not what they do,” can feel any sentiment, but that 
of love for his benighted brethren, seems astonishing ; 
and cannot be accounted forin any oter way, thar 
that these truths, so eminently consoling, do not at the 
time rest with a due influence upon his mind. It is of 
the greatest importance, that he be vigthant to keep 
them constantly in view, lest him, who is weak in the 
faith, and has but just “tasted that the Lord is gra- 
cisus,”’? be made to stumble at his inconsistent walk. 
and feel his ardour damped, when he sees how sinall 
the effect they have upon the conduct of him, who 
professes fully to believe them. In maintaining these 
truths, let him be mild, but firm,—the language of se- 
verity is more calculated to alarm the prejudices, than 
to lead to serious, and impartial investigation ; and 
when once prejudice is alarmed, farewell all hope of a 
reformation of sentiment ;—but when by a mild chain 
) of reasoning, the inconsistency of the doctrines taught 








He says tran- | in the world, are exposed to view, in all their native de- 


formity, and their professors are led to see that there 


in these cases? Samuel had been dead but a few days, | are impertections, and feel a wish to investigate the 
and reappears in his natural body ; but Moses and {subject impartially, it may be fairly calculated, that th 


Elias appeared, after their bodies had mouldered into 
dust, in a supernatural manner, and in celestial forms. 
This fact appears to me to be conclusive. lam ata 
loss to know how stronger proof could be given of the 
souls’ immortality, than the appearance of two huwan 
beings in celestial forms. 

My limits will not permit me to examine the re- 
maining objections of Zuista; I must, therefore, make 
them the subject of another communication. 


RELLY. 
New York, July 1820. 
. FROM THE (WN. ¥.) GOSPEL MERALD. 


** A soft answer,” says Solomon, ** turneth away 
wrath ;”’ and were this short, but important saying, al- 
ways borne in mind with how much more ease, should 
we progress through life? Those, Sir, who ptiess to 
believe the doctrines which are maintained in your pa- 
per, bave much of the wrath of man to contend with in 
their intercourse with those, who are generally termed 
christians; and that too, of the bitterest kind; and I 
Lave frequently been pained to observe, that wrath has 
been met with wrath; ** The servant of the Lord should 
not strive.”” In all our Saviour’s intercourse with men, 
we do not find a single instance recorded, of his having 
returned an angry reply to the many cutting sarcasms, 
which were levelled at him by the malignity of his per- 
secutors; true, they were frequently reproved, but it 
was invariably in a spirit of mildness and moderation ; 
he knew, and felt at al] times, that they were beloved 
of their Father in heaven; and in the darkness which 
enveloped their understandings, and stimulated them 
to their misdeeds, he saw an important portion of pro- 
phecy fulfilled, Would it not be much better, then, 
for those who profess to be followers of the meek and 
lowly Jesus, who, ** when he was reviled, reviled not 
again,”” instead of opposing an a spirit, to the ran- 
cour of a religious adversary, ** tobe a reason for the 


hope that is in them, with meekness and fear ?”°»—would 


it not be better to bear in mind, that it is ignorance of 
the character of God, and the relation in which all the 
children of Adam stand to him, which causes their en- 
mity? Let them alsoremember, that there is nothing in 
themselves, which can in any degree render them more 
acceptable in the sight of God, than their brethren, 
who still remain in darkness, but through the pure 
goodness and mercy of God, and for purposes known 
only to himself, they are brought out of darkness int 
his marvellous light,—have been made to see that 
name and his nature is Love. Let them remember, 
that their unenlightened brethren have as deep an 
interest in the atoning sacrifice of the Saviour of the 
world, though ignorant of it, as they who behold its 


e 


! result will be good ; because a wish to discover wii! 


j the truth is, will, in this latter case, prompt the inves- 
tigation. In the spirit of meckness, then, and brothei 
ly love, Jet the believer in this glorious truth, ** that 
God is the Saviour of all men, specially of them th 
believe,’ conduct a!l controversies in Which he may be 
engaged. God, hisheavenly Father, sees him; reads 
his every thought ; and knows the secret spring which: 
sets his faculties inmotion. Ifthe spirit of love pr 
dominates, great will be the enjoyment,—and even 
his efforts fail of their desired effect, be will rest sa 
fied, knowing, that he has dove his duty ;and knowing 
also, that the due time has not yet arrived, when ti: 
sufficiency of the ransom shali be testifed to, and th 
darkness consequently dissipated, in the mind of his 
brother, Thus will he run with patience the race sect 
before him, in the full assurance, that in due time i le 
faint not, he will reap an ample reward. Controver 
sies are too often engaged in, and carried on, more for 
the sake of obtaiming the victory, than for the discove- 
ry of truth. Liew unworthy the motive, and how 
much more so, when religion is the subject; and the 
great end and aim of our existence, are the points in- 
volved in the dispute. Itappears, as ifsome such mo- 
tive is up: crmost, everWhen men suppose they have 
the good of souls @art, so liable are we to be 
deceived,—and as prett lusive proof of this, may 
be adduced the fr aiery expressions we hear 
made use of in theo Feontroversics. ‘* The wrath 


of man, worketh not the righteousness of God,”— 
That spirit, which in the breast of man, producesa 
wish that he may discover the truth, or make it mani- 
fest to others, isa spirit of love; consequently like God, 
and will, therefore, work the righteousness of God.— 
Make this the touchstone, whereby cur motives may 
be tried,—and as long as they abide the test, we may 
proceed in safety, with milduess and firmness: but the 
woment they recede from a test so pure, let us desist, 
—for we may rest assured, that sooner or later, if we 
proceed, w@ shall receive in our own bosoms the re- 
compense such a misdeed will merit. 
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These shall be for signs and seasons. 

What brighter emblem can we bave of the Son of 
God, than that splendid luminary which iumines the 
face of day? Unchangeable im its course, impartial 
with its benefits, it traverses the firmament of Leaven, 
and shines upen the face of all created nature. As is 
this with the natural, sois the Son of righteousness with 
the moral world. We see him upon the cross for all, 
“tasting death for every man.” We see bim holding 
his invitations to all, and hear the gracious voice whis= 
pering, ‘* lio every one that thirsteth come ye to the 
| waters” RICHARDS. 





“ 
“ 


a 
» 





pee rh mes 











ted 


tee 





UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


23 














UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 





BOSTON, SATURDAY, AUGUST 5, 1620. 





MORALITY. 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE Il, 





Iw a former number we offered some arguments to} 
chow. that the Calvinist. who believes that the Creator | 
; , : Serr aa wey 
designed part of his rations | offspring to suffer endk $8 | 
micervy, has no more rational inducements to Jive a 
eal life. in this world, than those who believe in 
he iV J}. impartial coodness of our Father in heay- | 
the universal, imps } gOOCI rratt i 
en. 

We shall now examine the question, whether the Ar- | 
menian, who believes that the Divine being did not de- 
cree any of the human family to a state I ereafter, either 
of happiness or misery, but leaves it to us to determine 
yur cternal state, by our conduct while in this world, 
.as any surer motives to live a moral life, than those 
have, who believe that in the fulness of time God will 
bri: 4 all i is ra 


+ 


tional creatures to the enjoyment of him- 


seii 


Perhaps the Armenian will even wonder that we dare 


| for much advantage from his labors. 


Extract of a letter from Rev. Hosea Bannov, 2d. of 
Stafford, Con. to the Editor, dated July 22, 1820. 
“| HAVE just returned from Halifax, Vt.—I had the 

pleasure of a long interview with our newly enlightened 

brother Samson. He is unquestionably a man of more 
than ordinary talents, and the most popular speaker in 
that port of the country. He has the utmost appear- 
ance of sincerity and engagedness in the cause. From 
all my acquaintance with the man, | confidently hope 

I may perhaps 

speak of him with some partiality of friendship, for I 

confess that the interview has imspired me with some- 


have prevailed since the days of Calvin, Luther, Zuin- 
wlius, &c. the motives which induced them to seperate 
from the religious establishments of the times in which 
they lived; and enforced by a parity of reasoning the 
duty of others to separate from the errors of their times, 
when the progress of knowledge and divine light should 
imperceptibly prepare the way. The whole concluded 
with a Benediction by the Rev Mr. TURNER. Dur- 
ing the performances, two hymns were sung by the 
choir, accompanied with select instruments from the 
band. 


The harmony which has attended the separation of 





thing of that principle. ‘Lhe effect of his preaching in 
his society and town is highly gratifyimg already, not- 
Withsiancing it has raised, as you must suppose, all the 
. bigotry, and envy of the human heart. Al- 
iust all the respectable men im the town either have 
been comyinced of the truth of the faith once delivered 
to the saints, or manifest a candid and inquiring dispo- 
sition, which God is evidently blessing with increasing 
degree of light. 


prejudice 


About half of his church, which is very 
large, are pleased with hearing the glad tidings of great 
joy, though probably they are not altogether satisfied as 
yet, that Christ is the Saviour of the world. The other 
part of his church, and I believe some of his society, 
secm to be concerting plans of opposition with all the 





propose such a question ; perhaps he will say, as very 


many have said, if I believed that all men would finally 
be saved, I certainly would not live a moral life ; for I 
We have heard 


much of this kind of talk from those who profess reli- 


should fare none the better if I did. 


gion, and to live the life of the righteous; but we are 
not satisfied that these people have a proper under- 
standing of this important subject. Let us carefully 
examine it. They say, and so say the Calvinists, we 
should by no means deny our casual appetites, nor brid- 
die our passions in the least, if we believed that all men 
were to be finally happy. No, we would lie, steal, rob, 
murder, indulge in intoxication, and in a word, we 
would gratify ourselves in every thing to which our pas- 


bitter wisdom of this world ; and I thank God, that that 
wisdom cometh to nought in whatsoever cause it is en- 
gaged. 
pears to stand above it, in the heavenly dignity of love 
and untiring patience. 

‘* There is a young man in Marlborough, by the name 
of WincueEsTER, who has preached for almost a year 
in the congregational way, of whose increase in the 
knowledge of the Lord Jesus confident hopes are en- 
tertuined. He left off preaching, say six months ago, 
to study his bible more diligently. I have not seen him, 
but was informed ftom different sources, that he begins 


? 


ells his friends that he shail soon recommence his 





sions would lead. Now if this sentiment be correct, it 


certainly proves that a man would enjoy more by living | — 
|. pheity of manners, and as a preacher of more than 


such a wicked life, than hé would if he denied ungod- 
} .ess and wordly lusts, and lived soberly, righteously, 
and godly. Let this point be understood, before we 
proceed any further. If a life of righteousness is best 
calculated to render man happy in this world, then if 
there were no expectation of a future state, it would be 
zood policy to live righteously here, that we might en- 
ioy happiness while we live. So if we believe that ina 
future world, there will be no misery, because there 
will be no sin, it would be the best economy for the 
present life to avoid sin, that we might be happy while 
here. But if the contrary sentiment be true, and if 
there be more happimess in a life of wicked men, than 
in a life of righteousmess, then there is reason in the op- 
posers argument; allowing at the same time, his ideas 
concerning our obtaining a state of happiness in a future 
world by depriving ourselves of peace and comfort in 
this. But we must here ask a further question. If we 
live righteous lives here, whereby we deprive ourselves 
of happiness, shall we be thereby entitled to the felici- 
ty of living eternally in sin hereafter? If sin be calcu- 
Jated to render us happy in this world, why not in the 
next? The reader will see at once that all this argu- 
ment of the opposer is fallacious. It is total error and 
darkness. The whole of the doctrine is immoral, be. 
cause it inculeates the love of immorality. But it is 
contended, that the fear of endless woe will secure our 
morals. Even this fear is palsied by the belief, which 
is constantly mforced, that repentance at ever so late 
an hour of life will secure the happy state hereafter, 
just as well as a long life of righteousness, When these 
notions are put together, they show, beyond all dispute, 
that a belief that sin and happiness are connected in 
in this world, is an immoral doctrine. 


TO BE CONTINUED. 





invers in the gospel. I have heard him spoken of for 

rc than a year, as a person of unaffected piety and 
coumon promise. I said he formerly preached in the 
congregational way, but | do not know whether he had 
a license from that body. All this is gratifying news to 
| you, and so it has been to me. 

‘“* Last Sunday, Mr. Samson and I went to Dover, 
(formerly part of Wardsboro’) and heard brother Rus- 
se] Streeter. : 

** There is a new Society of Universalists in Green- 
field and Barnardstown, Mass. of about seventy mem- 
bers.”” 


—=<D4-o— 


FOR THE MAGAZINE. 

On Friday, the 28th ult. the Corner Stone of a new 
ediGce, designed for the use of the First Universalist 
Society in Roxbury, was laid in Masonic form. The 
day being remarkably fine, a vast concourse of specta- 
tors from this and the neighbouring towns assembled to 
witness the interesting ceremony. The members of the 
Society were escorted from the town house to the place 
of performance, by the members.of Washington Lodge, 
who were joined by a large numberof their brethren 
from Boston, and the vicinity. The performances com- 
menced with a devout and impressive prayer by the 
Rev. Mr. Turner, of Charlestown. The ceremony 
of depositing the Plate, &c. was then performed by the 
Masonic brethren; accompanied by an imgenious and 
appropriate Address from R. W. Jonn Howe, Master 
of Washington Lodge. After which, the Throne of 
Grace was implored in a fervent and affectionate manner 
by the Rev. Mr. Batxiou, of Boston. This was suc- 
ceeded by an elegant and learned Address from the 
Rev. Mr. DEAN, of Boston, in which the speaker gave 





a condensed account ef the religious opinions which 


1 am pleased in saying that Mr. Samson ap: | 


‘| assurance of the final reconciliation of ai! things, ' 


this Society from the one with which it was formerly 

| connected, and the good will and liberality existing a- 

| mong the various religious Societies in the town, were 

duly appreciated by all the speakers ;—and we fervent- 

ily invoke the God of mercy, that no root of bitterness 

may spring up to blight the pleasing prospect. P. 
Roxbury, August 1820. 


EEE 


DOMESTIC SUMMARY: 


Hail Storm.—A very violent hail storm wes experi- 
enced at Hope, Appleton plantation, and Mantville, 
in the county of Lincoln, Me. on the 21st ult. accom- 
panied by a strong easterly wind. ‘The hail fell from 
6 to 8 inches deep,some of which measured 5 1-2 inches 
in circumference. It entirely destroyed the vegetation 
_ within the range of the storm. 





The keel of a new forty-four gun frigate has lately 
been laid in New-York. The seventy-four building at 
| Philadelphia is coppering, and will be launched in all 
| August. 


' 


A meeting is called in Georgetown, D.C, for the pur- 
pose of founding an Unitarian Church. 








Severe and uncommon hail storms have been expe- 
\Tienced at Newton, Catharine’s Town, and Ithaca in 
_ the state of New York. Gardens, and summer crops 
prostrated ; wheat literally threshed on the ground, 


and great numbers of windows broken by the violence 
of the tempests. 


The store of Mr. Luther Eaton, of Eddington, Me. 
was destroyed by fire on the night of the 20th uli. to- 
gether with the principal part of the goods, papers, &c. 
contained therein. 

On Friday, (July 21) Benjamin Bennett was execut- 
ed at Ballston Spa, for the murder of Seth Hawkins. 

A farmer in Roxbury has raised, cut, and cured on 
one acre and a quarter, this season, six tons of Herds 
grass hay. ~ 

The lightning was very severe in this vicinity in the 
afternoon of Tuesday last. At Breed’s-Island, a Cow 
was killed ; she was standing in the midst of 30 others, 
one of which were injured, 

ee od 
MARRIED, 

In this town, Mr. John Roberts to Miss Mary Rob-. 
bins, of Newburyport. 

By the Rev. Mr. Pierpont, Dr. Walter H. Living- 
ston, of the U.S. army, to Miss Rebecca J. Turner, of 
this town. 

By the Rev. Dr. Baldwin, Mr. Henry Page to Miss 
Sally Tole, formerly of Wiscasset. 

By the Rev. Mr. Palfrey, Mr. George Gibbon, mer. 
of Charleston, 8S. C. to Miss Caroline Perkins, 

In Roxbury, by the Rev. Dr. Porter, Mr. Thomas 
Parker, merchant of this town, to Miss Sarah, daugh- 
ter of the Hon. Ebenezer Seaver, of Roxbury. 

In Charlestown, by the Rev. Mr. Walker, Mr. Wil- 
liam Hurd to Miss Mary Parks. 


In Cambridge, Mr. Oliver Merriam to-Miss Mehite-- 
ble Cook, of this town. 


DIED,, 


In this town, Mr. Jacob G. Robertson, aged -26.— 
Mr. Peter Fitzsimmons, 40:—Mr. Anthony Canatta, an 
Italian.—Mr. Jason Ferrar, jr. 29.—Charles Henry, 
eldest son of Mr. Julius Clark, 3. 

In Roxbury, Mr. Caleb Dickerman, aged 37. 

At the residence of Mr. Bingaman, in Natchez, on 
the 6th ult. after a severe illness of seven days, Mrs. 
JupirH SARGENT MurRRAx, relict of the late Rev. 
John Murray, of this town. 


In Hanover, N. H. Rev, Francis Brown, President: 
jof Dartmouth College. 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
ON noisome weeds when lilies blow, 
And hyacinths on nettles grow ; 
When briars yield the camphire gum, 
And sweets from gall and wormwood run; 
When hatred flows in streams of love, 
And hawks and kites protect the dove ; 
When fexes shal] the brood defend, 
And sheep secure by wolves be pen’d; 
When scorpions stings shall comfort give, 
And spasms make the dying live; 
When sin shall cleanse poor man defil’d, 
And lies with truth be reconcil’d ; 
When darkest cells shall light afford, 
And wrath pronounce a peaceful word ; 
When kings for equal right contend, 
And tyrants shall the same defend , 
Then future torments, held to view, 
Shall change the heart and make it new. 

B. 


D+o— 


FROM THE CHRISTIAN RFPOSITORY. 


“en 


TRIBUTE OF GRATITUDE, 


Mx friends, the dearest title giv’n 
Beneath the bending vault of heav’n, 

A name for which might angels vie, 
That dwells in realms of light on high, 
Hear, while I sing, in grateful lays, 

The noblest part of mortal praise, 

Give thanks to whom much honor’s due, 
And bear my warm respects to you. 


In Helicon’s harmonious springs, 

Ne’er did he bathe, who praiseful sings, 
Nor strive Parnassus’? heights to gain, 
Or court the Nine’s enrapt’ring strains ; 
Still with a heart attun’d to joy, 

While grateful notes its strings employ, 
The song shall rise as high or higher, 

As though’*twas from Apollo’s lyre. 


Were I but bourne on seraphs’ wings, 
To hear the notes which Gabriel sings, 
To learn the speech that angels use, 
And songs, in sun-beams wrote, peruse, 
Fain would I then to earth descend, 
And cheerful move from friend to friend, 
To thank my benefactors there, 

And all their generous deeds declare. 


To you, blest donors! I would raise 
The sentimental song of praise, 

For gifts to me, my children, wife, 

The joint companions of my life. 

Your bounties crown my feastful board, 
And comfort, health and strength afford, 
And prattling infants’ smiles approve 
The kind expressions of your love. 


Friends of the destitute! to you 

The debt of gratitude is due ; 

E’en he, whcse bosom now o’erflows, 

Is taught by ev’ry wind that blows 

To love, respect, and thanks the friends, 
On whom for raiment he depends ; 

With heart sincere your favors own, 
And bear your names before the throne. 


As me ye clothe with worldly dress, 

May you be rob’d in righteousness ; 

For bread, your liberal hands afford, 
Feast ye at yon angelic board— 

Pluck heav’nly fruits from life’s fair tree, 
And drink the crystal current free ; 
Breathe purest air in realms above, 
Where gardeus bloom with dow’rs of love. 
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And must the naked starving poor 

Shiver with cold from door to door? 
Denied a home, and fire that warms, 
*Mid chilling winds and blust’ring storms? 
Hail, bounteous souls! ’tis yours to show, 
What heav’n-imparted love can do, 

To disannul the dread decree 

Of sorrow, grief and poverty. 


By you the poor are freely fed, 

The sick befriended at their bed; 
Your charity her mantle brings, 

Or broods them with her lovely wings 
The widow’s mansion doth rejoice, 
Made vocal by your friendly voice, 
Her tear-wet cheeks reflush’d again 
With rapture’s smile, forget their pain 


As mildest rains on plants descend, 
And all their kindly influence lend ; 
As pearly dew-drops fall from flowers, 
Amid the roseate, circling bowers ; 

So doth compassion’s lovely tear 
Assuage our grief, allay our fear, 
Imparts delights before unknown, 
And Jend us raptures not her own. 


Then rise, ye heav’n-bound souls! arise, 
And claim your kindred with the skies ; 
There th’ immortal, bright abode, 
Waits your arrival—and your Lord 
With out-spread hands invites you home, 
While angels bid you welcome come ; 
And saints, exalted saints, prepare 
To hail your blest arrival there. 
es rr rn me 
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MORALITY. 


Trt doctrine which has the best effect upon the 
morals of men, is the most profitable; for the chief ob- 
ject of religion is, to lead ali men to repentance, and 
to further the practice of virtuous actions, 

We are naturally lead to inquire then, what sort of 


morality. Will adoctrine do this, which teaches that 
the Almighty disposer of al] events made a complete 
division in the family of man, reprobated a part to eter- 
nal misery, and elected the rest to eternal life, before 
the creation of the world? Will a doctrine which says 
that this division was made ** withont the least fore- 
sight of faith or good works,” assist the canse ? Will 
a doctrine which informs us that ‘* Christ Jesus made 
an atonement only for the sins of the elect,” lead all 
men to the performance of good actions? Certainly it 
will not; and yet this doctrine is the very life and 
soul of Calvinism ; this is the stuff that passes for * or- 
thodory.” 

| What are the effects of these partial systems of re- 
‘ligion? Look at the conduct of those people who pro- 
fess to believe them. Vie need not retrace time back so 
far as to see Servetus burning at the stake, through the 
influence of Calvin, the recent execution at Baltimore 
will furnish evidence, while it is alive upon the memo- 
ry- There one of the criminals, who, through the la- 
bours of the clergy, was brought to profess his belief 
in their doctrine, was known upon the scaffold by the 
difference in his dress, and a pompous funeral was got 
up, to convey his body publicly and respectfully to the 
grave; While the other, who perhaps was stigmatized 
with the name of an infidel or a heretic, was secretly 
and silently carried away to the tomb. 

May we be perniitted to ask why this distinction 
was made? Does the gospel of Jesus Christ teach 
such things as these? Were these men who conduct- 
ed the ceremonies, dictated by heavenly wisdom ?— 
Certainly not; the wisdom that is from above, * is 
full of merey and good fruits, without partiality, and 
without hypocrisy.” 

Rest, in thy grave, unfortunate man ; to the care of 
an impartial God we comimend you. May he who is 
rich in merey protect you ; and may your sins be wash- 
ed away by the blood of the Redeemer. 

O Father of love! how long will this spirit of par- 
tiality triumph in the bosoms of thy children? Banish 
these feelings from every breast, and may love and 
charity actuate all mankind. 

TO BE CONTINUED. 








doctrine is best calculated to promote the cause of} 


Extract from a Sermon delivered at the Ordination of 
Rev. Sern ALDEN to the pastoral care of the churck 
in Marlborough. By Rev. JAMES Fitnt, 


“ Although men no longer actually worship idols 
where Christianity is the received religion of the land, 
yet what the apostle affirms of some of his Corinthian 
converts is true of no small proportion of nominal 
christians in every community—** they have not the 
knowledge of God.” To supply the deficiencies of 
human reason upon this great point, and to arrest the 
attention even of the most heedless of his charge, the 
minister of the gospe! has ample means in- the simple 
yet sublime instructions of this gospel respecting God 
—that He is oneE—that He sitteth supreme and alone 
upon the throne of the universe, the Lord of heaves 
and earth—that He is the author and supporter of this 
stupendous frame of the visible creation—that the race 
of men and all other created beings have proceeded 
from bim and constantly depend on him—that Hi: 
occupies all space with His presence, inspects all hearts 
by His omniscience—that nothing can resist His power, 
nothing escape His knowledge—that to virtue shall 
go unrewarded, no vice go unpunished by him. 

And is it a natural solicitude of the human heart ta 
know whether, in this all great and glorious Being, it 
may have a friend? What joy, then, must it afford the 
christian pastor, that, in answer to this solicitude from 
** the fulness of the blessing of the gospel of Christ,” he 
can pour into the ears of his charge that distinguishing 
discovery of revelation, that in God the race of man 
have a Father—that he exercises towards them more 
than all the tenderness, and all the vigilance, and ali 
the concern and merciful discipline of that relation, as 
we have known it in its highest perfection after the 
flesh, without any of its ignorance, any of its Guctua- 
tions, or any of ils weaknesses, * Even asa father piti- 
eth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear 
him.??’—** Our Father -V—thisisthe aff cting and en- 
dearing name by which his Son, our elder brother, has 
taught us to address ** his God and our God.” and to 
express our dependence and wants before him with the 
confidence and affections of children; 

As the essence of the religion of the gosnel is love to 
God, so much of ** the fulness of the blessing of this 
gospel” consists in exhibiting his character as lovely — 
in challenging the surrender of our whole heart, soul 
and mind to him, as a Being, all whose perfec tions her- 
monize and co-operate in the production and difusict 
of good throughout all his works, and towards ¢! 
whole and every part of his intelligent wnicerse—w iio 
is good both to the general system aud to the individual, 
alike when his justice punishes, as when his mer: y 
pardons. 

Doctrines and opinions, therefore, which represent 
God as partial, as inexorable, as requiring of his crea- 
tures what he has not given them power to perform ; 
any sentiments, in short, inconsistent with those views 
of his creatures what he bas not given them power to 
perform: any sentiments, in short, inconsistent with 
those views of his character given in the gospel as the 
righteous, wise, and gracious Father of the human race. 
are no part of ** the fulness of the blessing of the gospel 
of Christ.” Aud he that inculeates such doctrines and 
sentiments exceeds, we think, his commission, and tes- 
ches for truths of Christianity the fietions of man. ‘This 
must ever tend to defeat the object which a Christian 
minister ought constantly to have in view in all his in- 
structions respecting the divine character, viz.—so to 
make God known to his charge as to bring them to love, 
to obey, to trust, and confide in hin, as their Father in 
heaven, all whose commands and prohibitions are giv- 
en in love to his creatures, to guide them to virtue, to 
happiness, and heaven.” ' 
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FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICE, 

A SERMON, delivered before the Universal-. 

ist Society in Stoughton, Mass. May 29,1820.-—-By Rev. 

JOSHUA FLAGG, ministering at Scituate, 

A volume of Sermons delivered in Philadel- 
phia, on the Doctrine of Universal Benevolence. By 
Rev. Abner Kneeland, pastor of the First Universalist 
Church inthat place.—Price 62 1-2 cents. 

The Cuivp’s Scriprurat Carecuism,by the Rev. 
Hosea Ballou, pastor of the Second Universalist Society 
in Boston.—Price, 75 cents per doz. and 8 cents single 
The Trial; Calvin and Hopkins vs. the Bible 


and Common Sense.—Price 25 cents. 
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